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(  2  ) 


PEEFACE. 


In  order  to  promote  correspoudence  and  co-operation  as  far  as 
may  be  possible  among  the  agricultural  societies  and  fair  associa- 
tions of  the  State,  tliis  Department  again  gives  in  the  following 
Bulletin,  No.  112,  as  full  a  list  as  it  has  been  able  to  secure  of  such 
societies  and  associations  within  the  Commonwealth,  together  with 
The  names  and  address  of  their  officers,  and  the  dates  arranged  for 
exhibitions  during  the  coming  Fall. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  some  of  the  societies  given  in  the  list  do  not 
hold  exhibitions.  They,  however,  appear  in  the  bulletin  in  order 
that  the  list  of  associations  organized  for  the  advancement  of  agri- 
cultural education  may  be  as  complete  as  possible,  and  to  give  other 
nssociations  opportunity  to  correspond  with  them.  The  societies, 
M'hcther  holding  fairs  or  not  are  fruitful  sources  of  good  to  the 
agriculture  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  are  assured  of  the  sympathy 
and  as  far  as  possible,  the  co-operation  of  this  Department. 

N.  B.  CRITCHFIELD, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


(  3  ) 


(  4  ) 


LKTTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  June  1st,  1903. 
Hon.  N.  B.  Critchfleld,  Secretary  of  Agriculture: 

Dear  Bir :  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  agricultural  societies, 
and  dates  of  farmers'  exhibitions  scheduled  for  the  year  1903,  as  re- 
ported by  secretaries  representing  the  various  associations. 

It  is  eminently  satisfactory  to  note  the  mark  of  improvement, 
which  has  characterized  the  management  of  these  associations,  their 
exhibits,  the  rules  and  regulations  by  which  they  are  governed.  In 
my  judgment,  that  which  will  guarantee  to  these  organizations  a 
more  substantial  standing  in  the  communities  in  which  their  ex- 
hibits are  held:  Is,  first,  engage  only  expert  judges  to  pass  upon  the 
merits  of  all  exhibits;  second,  require  the  judge  to  give  either  an 
oral  or  written  reason  for  the  awards  given,  stating  the  points  of 
excellence  in  the  article  or  animals  which  have  been  awarded  the 
pi-emiums  over  other  competitors.  My  observation  is  that  when 
societies  adojjt  this  method,  the  cause  for  dissatisfaction  with 
awards  is  largely  removed.  Competitors  and  all  interested  in  agri- 
culture have  at  hand  an  object  lesson  which  is  entirely  lost  by 
the  old  manner  of  granting  awards. 

We  further  note  the  last  year's  attendance  to  be  911,074,  number 
of  membership  9,263,  paid  up  membership  fees  $7,872.00,  amount 
paid  in  premiums  last  year  |91,261.06;  amount  of  offered  premiums 
this  year  |98,697.00. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  L.  MARTIN, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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